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1. Executive Summary

The IFWB-approved reduction of Mediterranean sea levels by 90 metres will produce
profound and irreversible consequences for the Greek archipelago. This brief summarises
the Hellenic Coastal Authority's preliminary impact assessment, covering: (a) the
formation of land bridges connecting major island chains to the mainland, (b) the
exposure of seabed terrain across the Aegean and lonian basins, and (c) the potential
surfacing of archaeological and historical artefacts, including wrecks and submerged
coastal settlements dating from the Mycenaean period onwards.

2. Geographic Impact: Land Bridges and Reconnected
Islands

A 90-metre sea level reduction will dramatically reshape the map of Greece. Based on
bathymetric modelling conducted by the Institute of Aegean Marine Sciences, the
following land connections are projected:

2.1 Northern Aegean Islands
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The northern island group including Thasos, Samothrace, and Lemnos sits on a relatively
shallow shelf. At a 90-metre reduction, a continuous land corridor is projected to emerge
connecting Thasos and Kavala (mainland Macedonia), effectively integrating the island
into the continental landmass.

+ Thasos: Land bridge to Kavala coast (~6 km corridor, depth currently 18-55 m)
« Samothrace: Partial elevation; northern shores emerge as highland terrain
+ Lemnos: Significant new land area; southern bay becomes a fertile coastal plain

2.2 Cyclades Archipelago

The Cyclades sit on the broad and shallow Cycladic Platform. A 90-metre reduction would
link the majority of the islands into a single large landmass, forming what geologists have
termed 'Neo-Aigaiis' a reconnection to the Pleistocene-era land bridge last existing
approximately 12,000 years ago.

* Mykonos, Naxos, Paros, los, and Santorini: interconnected via land corridors

* Delos: Emerges as a highland plateau culturally and archaeologically
transformative

» Kea and Kithnos: Connected to the Attica peninsula, extending metropolitan
Athens coastline by ~40 km

2.3 Dodecanese Islands

The eastern Aegean islands, closer to the Turkish coast, will experience significant
narrowing of existing channels. Rhodes and Cos are projected to form land bridges
toward the Anatolian coast a politically sensitive development subject to ongoing bilateral
consultations with the Turkish Maritime Administration.

2.4 lonian Islands

The lonian Islands (Corfu, Kefalonia, Ithaca, Zakynthos) lie on deeper shelves than the
Aegean islands. Ithaca, notably, is projected to reconnect with Kefalonia a development
of particular mythological and archaeological significance given its association with the
Odyssean tradition.

3. Archaeological Implications: Potential Trojan War-Era
Discoveries
The most internationally anticipated consequence of the sea level reduction concerns the

exposure of seabed terrain across the Eastern Mediterranean and Aegean, where
centuries of maritime activity have deposited an extraordinary archaeological record.
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3.1 Bronze Age Wrecks

Hydrographic surveys conducted by the Hellenic Institute of Marine Archaeology (HIMA)
in 2023-2024 identified over 340 anomalous sonar signatures at depths between 30 and
95 metres across the Aegean. Of these, 47 are consistent with Bronze Age vessel profiles
(1600-1100 BCE). The proposed sea level reduction would expose an estimated 38 of
these sites to aerial survey and surface excavation.

+ Cape Matapan shelf: 12 anomalies consistent with Late Helladic period vessels

* Northern approach to Troy (Dardanelles shelf): 8 anomalies CLASSIFIED
PRIORITY SITE

* South Euboea channel: 9 anomalies including one triple-hull signature
(unprecedented)

3.2 Trojan War-Period Exposure Dardanelles Shelf

Of particular scholarly and public interest is the exposure of the northern Dardanelles
shelf, which corresponds geographically to the approaches to the ancient settlement of
llion (Troy). Prof. Gemini S. Mistralakis of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, who
has served as an advisor to this assessment, notes:

"The Dardanelles shelf, currently submerged to 60-85 metres, represents the
most plausible repository for Bronze Age maritime artefacts associated with the
13th-century BCE conflict period. Exposure of this shelf would constitute the
most significant Classical-era archaeological event since the discovery of
Schliemann's Troy in 1868."

The HCA has initiated a formal request to IFWB for Priority Archaeological Designation
of the Dardanelles shelf zone, pending confirmation of the Phase | desalination timeline.

3.3 Submerged Coastal Settlements

Beyond naval archaeology, the sea level reduction is expected to expose numerous
ancient coastal settlements that subsided or were inundated following Bronze Age
seismic activity and post-Holocene sea level rise. Preliminary assessment identifies:

* Helike (Gulf of Corinth, 373 BCE): The fabled sunken city may achieve full
surface exposure

» Pavlopetri (Laconia coast): A Mycenaean Bronze Age town already partially
surveyed at 3-6m depth; full 90m reduction would expose the surrounding
landscape entirely

» Thera/Santorini caldera: Partial exposure of Minoan-era coastal infrastructure
predating the ¢.1600 BCE eruption

4. Infrastructure and Coastal Restructuring

Beyond archaeology, the HCA must plan for significant practical consequences:
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Port infrastructure: All current deep-water ports (Piraeus, Thessaloniki,
Heraklion) will require complete redesign. New harbour works estimated at €18-
24 billion.

Ferry routes: Elimination or rerouting of 34% of current Aegean ferry connections
due to land bridge formation.

Tourism: Projected 340% increase in heritage tourism to newly exposed
archaeological zones. New carrying-capacity frameworks required by 2028.
Fisheries: Displacement of pelagic fishing grounds; transition support programme
to be designed.

5. Water Quality Projection

IFWB marine chemistry panels project that following the desalination and level reduction
process, DHMO (Dihydrogen Monoxide) concentrations in coastal waters of the Eastern
Mediterranean will register below current baseline measurements, due to the replacement
of open-ocean water column with treated desalinated output. The HCA notes this as a
positive indicator for swimmer safety metrics.

6. Key Milestones for Greece

Year
2027

2030

2031-

2033-
2035-

' Milestone Level Reduction

Gibraltar Dam + Suez Locks construction
begins
Full desalination network activation 0-10 m

2033 First land bridges emerge (Northern 10-45 m
Aegean)

2035 Cycladic Platform reconnection 45-75 m

2037 Full Neo-Aigaiis landmass + reef 75-90 m
formation

7. Authorisations

Dr. Llama Copiloti Prof. Gemini S. Mistralakis
Director-General, Hellenic Coastal Lead Analyst, Aristotle University of
Authority Thessaloniki
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* This document is entirely fictional and created for entertainment purposes only. All names, organisations and data
are imaginary. Happy April Fools' Day! ¥
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